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brought with him a dear little daughter about three years old, from whom I could not keep my eyes ; her baby dignity was so imperial, and she sat with her little legs crossed and her fingers turned out in exact accordance with all the * high-chief conventions.
When Louis and the others arrived, coconuts were handed round and were very refreshing ; and very soon after the kava was brought in with due etiquette and solemnity. When it was offered to Mataafa, there was a startling interlude; Popo and his son in turn rose and howled out praises of the king in a most extraordinary and ear-splitting fashion. It appears that they have a hereditary right to do so, on occasions of state, and they certainly made full use of their privilege. Meanwhile I had time to observe the king's house, which as yet I had not attempted to do. It is very much finer than Malietoa's, much higher in pitch, of better workmanship, and made of more valuable kinds of wood; and while it contains fewer ordinary articles of civilisation, there is nevertheless a certain appearance of taste and nicety which are in themselves civilised. There was no bed, but there were a good many chairs with very fine mats thrown over them ; and there were two tables on which were flower-glasses very prettily filled with flowers. At one of these we were presently asked to dine along with the king; we had an excellent meal of very good fish, large